
If you have any questions or concerns at any 
point, please contact  

 
Broadwater Warren Site Manager 

RSPB, Unit 10, Sham Farm Business Units  
Eridge Green, Tunbridge Wells, TN3 9JA 

01892 752 430 
 

or check out 

www.rspb.org.uk/broadwaterwarren  

 
For general enquiries about the RSPB in the 

South East, please call 01273 775333  
 

The RSPB is the UK charity working to secure a healthy environment for 
birds and wildlife,  helping to create a better world for us all. 

Registered charity England & Wales 207076, Scotland SCO37654 

News in Brief  
 

The fire  
On Thursday 29 July, a fire broke out in an area of 
dense, self-seeded, young pine trees.  We are 
grateful for the excellent response of the fire brigade 
in helping bring it under control. It should have no 
lasting effects on the habitats or wildlife, and the 
burnt stems will be cleared this winter. We already 
have good fire plans in place, but will look to see if 
there is anything we can learn from this incident. We 
donôt know the cause of the fire, but we urge visitors 
to be very careful with cigarette ends. 
 

Introducing: Steve Wheatley  
We are delighted to welcome Steve Wheatley as our 
new Site Manager in September. He has a great 
track record in heathland and woodland restoration, 
and comes to us from a successful Butterfly 
Conservation project working with the local 
community in the Rother Woods area. Steve will be 
out and about on the reserve regularly. 
 

Ponies graze Broadwater Warren  
We think it is probably a century or more since 
Broadwater Warren was last managed the traditional 
and sustainable way using small numbers of farm 
animals. So weôre really pleased to have turned the 
clock back with the arrival of two Exmoor Ponies, 
which have been happily munching the Sphagnum 
Paddock (the fenced area east of Gate 3). 
 

Doggie bins  
We have now installed 5 ódoggie binsô on the 
reserveðtwo in the car park, and one at each of 
gates 1, 3 and 4. There is some improvement in the 
amount of dog mess on the paths, but we call on all 
dog walkers to help make the underfoot experience 
at Broadwater Warren as pleasant as possible for 
everyone. 

The bins are just one of the many expenses we bear 
as a charity (they cost us just over Ã1000 a year to 
run). So if you enjoy Broadwater Warren, do please 
consider contributing to its upkeep and join the 
RSPB. Joining forms are in the car park. 

This autumn/winter will see an important first 
full phase of habitat restoration on the 
reserve. A dense area of young self-seeded 
conifer saplings will be cleared, and three 
small blocks of mature trees will be 
harvested. 
 

The reserve will remain open but there will be 
some important temporary changes to access , 
including the closure of certain gateways and 
paths while the work takes place. See inside for 
more details . 

 

Please bear with us - we will be doing what we 
can to keep disruption to visitors and local people 
to a minimum, and above all to keep people safe. 

Autumn/winter 
work programme 

Broadwater Warren 
News Update: Autumn 2010  

This project was part-financed by the European Community WARR 
Partnership Leader+ 2002-2006 Programme, supported by:  
The European Agriculture Guidance and Guarantee Fund of the EU 
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

The RSPB is grateful to all the many groups and individuals who 
have supported the purchase and development of Broadwater 
Warren in many different ways, including: 

GEAR 
Groombridge & Eridge 

Alternatives to Rubbish 
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What will happen this autumn/winter?  
The site archaeology will be marked to protect it. 
Unexploded ordnance experts will check the 
ground. 
Contractors will remove the young conifers using 
a pick-up forest mulcher.   

The blocks of mature trees will be felled or 
thinned using forestry machinery and the timber 
lengths stored near to Gate 1. 

The timber will be taken away by lorry, straight 
out to the A26. We apologise for any 
inconvenience this causes. The timber will go to 
the construction, planking or fencing industries.  
The tops of the trees will be used as woodfuel to 
generate electricity. 
Woodland edges will be graded into open areas 
to make it as attractive as possible. 

 

When?  
This phase runs from 23 August 2010 and is 
scheduled to be complete by early 2011. Actual 
forestry operations will be swift; then we will need to 
clear up and make the area safe. 
 
 

Why are we doing it?  
The restoration work will start to return the site to its 
historical state, including heathland (one of the 
rarest habitats in the world) and ancient woodland. 
Loads of rare and threatened wildlife should benefit. 
 

What will it look like?  
Whenever a conifer crop is removed, the immediate 
aftermath looks awful. The conifers have starved the 
ground of light so there are no plants, leaving just a 
layer of dead needles and twigs, cut stumps, and 
vehicle tracks. If you have not seen this before, you 
will wonder how it can possibly help wildlife!  
 
But it does, the original heathland plant seeds buried 
in the soil soon germinate, and rare Wood Larks 
often move in quickly. By the second summer, the 
first heather plants may flower, and within a few 
years it should look glorious and the wide views to 
the High Weald landscape will be restored.  

Temporary access changes  
For your safety, there will be some temporary path 
closures while work takes place. Please bear with us 
- we will do our very best to minimise disruption. 

Gate 1 will close to public access and parking - 
this will be the access for forestry vehicles. This 
will reopen as soon as work is complete. 
A number of paths will need to be closed while the 
restoration is taking place. The car park will be 
open as normal. 

 
IMPORTANT: YOUR SAFETY  

All areas where work is taking place will be clearly 
cordoned off. Please keep yourselves and your 
dogs out of these areas AT ALL TIMES while the 
cordons are in place. We urge people not to 
tamper with cordonsð it could put others at risk. 

 

Future look  
This yearôs work is the first full phase in a 10-year 
process of restoration. In 2011/12, we plan to 
harvest a further area of young and mature 
conifers.  
 
In 2011/12, we will also fence the first two restored 
areas so that we can graze them with small 
numbers of livestock, but we will gate them to 
maintain all the permissive paths you currently 
enjoy.  We will also put in a section of all-user path 
from the car park suitable for wheelchairs through 
to the Nightjar Viewpoint. 
 
There will then be another eight years of 
restoration work, bringing back the former 
landscape bit by bit.   

Car park  


