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Finally, itôs starting to  feel a bit like spring; people are smiling, wild flowers are starting to peak out, and 

the birds are singing!  Out and about on the reserve right now, you can feel that things are waking up, 

passions are being stirred, and love is in the air.  

 

The male bi rds are starting to put on their annual show, their colours a little brighter, their chests a little 

more puffed out, and their voices at their finest.  And what are they up to?  Their purpose is twofold, to 

attract a mate and to intimidate any rivals.  On ce youôve found a partner, itôs time to start building and 

this could range from making a nest box feel a little cosier, to constructing a bespoke love nest!  

 

For long - tailed tits, male and female work together, taking  up to three weeks to shape their mast erpiece, 

using moss , interwoven with cobwebs and camouflaged with lichen.  To make the nest cosy for the eggs 

and chicks, they give it a feather lining using as many as 1500 feathers!  Weôve been seeing this process 

in action around the nature trail, and i tôs fabulous to watch, but remember, starting and raising a family 

is hard work, so help them get off to a good start and let them hang up a ódo not disturbô sign on their 

door!  
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 Reserve news  

Meet the new recruits!  

There is a lot of work to be done at this time of year, and our wardens often need a little bit of help 

keeping the place ti dy and getting things right for our breeding birds.  Now you may think Iôm going to 

introduce you to our wonderful team of volunteers, who roll up their sleeves, put on their wellies and get 

themselves muddy every week to help our wardens, Pete and Paul, b ut Iôm noté.. 

 

These new recruits a bit cuter (sorry guys and gals) albeit a bit hairier, and theyôre currently finding their 

feet and getting to know the rest of the team.   Weôre expecting seven additions to the reserve 

management team this year and when the first of the Highland cattle calves arrived, we had a big shock ï 

it was completely white!  

 

Pete was the first to see our new arrival and said ñIôve seen Highland cattle in most of the usual colours ï 

red, yellow, black, and dun ï but I had never seen a white one before, and even though both parents are 

blonde, it was a real surprise to get a white calf.ò 

  

Currently this  calf, who  has  become quite a local celebrity, and its mother , along with three (ginger) 

calves  are with the other expectant mothers, but once all the calves are born and ready, they will rejoin 

the res t of t he herd out on the brooks .  Theyôre currently in one of the pasture fields on the outer edge of 

the nature trail where we can keep a close eye on them and get to them quickly and eas ily, but you may 

get a sneaky peak over the fence from the nature trail as you head towards Nettleyôs Hide. 

 

The brooks of the Arun Valley have been managed as cattle grazed flood meadows for centuries and much 

of the wildlife ï from plants and insects to nesting lapwing, skylark and wintering ducks ï rely on the 

open conditions that cattle create.   As well as being beautiful to look at, Highland cattle are excellent 

animals for nature reserves, theyôre very hardy and capable of thriving on coarser grasses and rushes 

that more modern breeds of cattle struggle with.   Weôre sure that our new recruits will do a good job! 

 

 

 

 Photo by Pete Hughes  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 Visiting Pulborough Brooks  

Come and meet the Easter bunny !  

 

Come along to the reserve this Easter Holiday 

and get involved with one ï or more ï of ou r 

fantastic family activities.  

 

Over the Easter Weekend you can take part in 

the egg -citing Easter Trails ! Drop in any time 

between 10 am and 3 pm to collect your óEaster 

Bunnyôs Bingoô trail sheet. On completing the 

trail, we will reward you with an eggst remely 

nice fair trade chocolate prize.  

 

Or perhaps you would like to join the volunteers 

in West Mead hide, and watch the Loopy 

Lapwings  as the male wobbles, zigzags, rolls 

and dives while calling to advertise his presence 

to rival males and potential mat es.  

 

For those who want to get up close to creatures 

of the deep ï join us for a morning of 

Pondemonium! Discover our pond life from 

microscopic water fleas to magnificent Diving 

beetles.  

 

Experiment with your Super Senses , and 

experience nature in a fun a nd quirky way, while 

finding out how different animals use their 

senses.  

 

How about a spot of birdwatching? Leave your 

parents behind and join us on Begin 

Birdwatching . We will make our own logbooks, 

discover how to find and identify birds more 

easily and then go for a walk to put our new 

skills to the test.  

 

For full details of all our events, please contact 

the visitor centre, or go online at 

www.rspb.org.uk/pulboroughbrooks   

Charges apply to most ev ents.  

 

Andy Hay (rspb - images.com)  

http://www.rspb.org.uk/pulboroughbrooks


 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 Pulborough in picture  

This kestrel is clearly enjoying its catch of the day!  I love these photos which were taken on the 

reserve, close to Winpenny Hide, by Lawrence Holloway.  

 

If you have any photographs that you w ould be happy for us to use, taken on the reserve, whether 

they are of birds, other wildlife or simply the views, please e -mail them to 

pulboroughnewsletter@rspb.org.uk  
 

mailto:pulboroughnewsletter@rspb.org.uk


 

 

Whatôs out and about this month? 

 

This month the reserveôs resident wildlife starts to respond to increasing day - length and rising 

temperatures. Hazels and willows are already in bloom and mild weather will also encourage 

blackthorn to produce masses of white flowers in the season traditionally known as the 

óblackthorn winterô. The leaves do not appear until the flowers have faded. If left unchecked, 

blackthorn forms an impenetrable barrier and was widely used, together with hawthorn, to form 

stock -proof barriers. The bark is much darker than that of hawthorn and this is the origin of the 

com mon name. As with so many of our native plants, in past times little went to waste. The 

hard, tough wood was made into walking sticks and rake teeth and even the thorns were valued 

as awls. More brutally, whole bushes would be uprooted and used as harrows after which the 

wood still made a good fire. Here, the blackthorns give good predator -proof cover for nesting and 

roosting birds while those abundant flowers attract pollinating insects and the fruit (sloes) 

provide winter food for birds.  

 

Many bird specie s are starting to nest and will be seen carrying twigs and vegetation to their 

chosen sites but some, including the mistle thrush, will have been nest -building since last month. 

This thrush is always a rewarding bird to watch, although often confused with the song thrush. It 

is, though, noticeable larger, greyer, with a more upright stance and a characteristic harsh 

rattling call. During the winter a mistle thrush may defend a bush (holly, yew or hawthorn) which 

is bearing a crop of berries against attacks from other birds. It has been shown that birds which 

successfully defend a food resource have larger and earlier clutches. Any berries which remain 

can be valuable for other species as they embark on the breeding season.  
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 Another new arrival  

Best birdwatching secrets reveale d!  

As well as our Highland calves, weôre expecting another new arrival at the beginning of April, this time 

appearing on the shop ôs bookshelves!   Whether youôre a regular visitor or newcomer, keen birder or 

general country lover, this new book will help you to enjoy birdwatching here at Pulborough Brooks.  

If youôve been to one of our day long workshops, you will have met David, who now shares all his 

knowledge of the res erve and its bird life with you in his new book óBirdwatching at Pulborough Brooks 

through the seasons.  A guide to the West Sussex RSPB nature reserve.ô 

If you donôt already know him, David Golds has worked at Pulborough Brooks for many years both as 

a pa rt time member of staff and volunteer, leading walks, running courses and talking to many and 

varied groups of people about the reserve, birds and the RSPB.  

With its diverse habitats, this reserve is renowned for its abundance and variety of birds and for how it 

changes through the seasons.  Sometimes what you need is a little bit of insider knowledge, someone 

to tell you about the best times and the best spots to see particular species  and this is exactly what 

David gives you, revealing the secrets to help  you get the best views of the elusive nightingale or 

migrating wader.  In chapters covering each quarter of the year, you can find out when and where 

birds are likely to be seen and heard as you explore the nature reserve.  

Davidôs book, published by S.B P ublications,  is illustrated with stunning photographs, all taken by local 

husband and wife team David and Janet Shaw.  

So if Pulborough Brooks is your local patch and you want to make sure youôve seen the best it has to 

offer, or youôre new to the reserve and want to get to know it better, this is just the book youôve been 

waiting foré. 

 Peeking out from Juppôs View.  Andy Hay (rspb- images.co m)  


